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k in a federal system to which they conceded the right to make,
execute, and interpret federal laws, while themselves retaining
the right to govern themselves within their own borders* The
federal compromise was what Hamilton called a "motley meas-
ure/* what Madison called a "novelty & a compound." Perhaps
not a single delegate in the Convention was fully satisfied with
the compromise. It was the creation of 'the corporate mind of the
assemblage, reconciling differences, coming to such general agree-
ment as was possible.
Naturally the desires of the conflicting parties in the Conven-
tion, or of the states they represented, were affected by their
interests. The Southern states desired to be represented in part
by their wealth, which was slaves, neither quite property nor
quite population. They had been permitted to count three-fifths
of the slaves in the estimate of their numbers* This gave them
an anomalous advantage in the lower house of the legislature
of the United States. The Northern states, averse to letting slaves
be counted, nevertheless could realize that slaves would not be
represented in the Senate if the votes of the states were there
equal. As there were more Northern states than Southern, the
North would have a majority in the Senate, and might look to it
for security against the Southern votes in the lower house. These
were compromises of interest which went with the compromises
of political structure in the proposed government, entirely favor-
able neither to the several states nor to the United States. The
individual states had special interests, as the individual delegates
had. But the primary concern of all of them was for preservation
of the union, defense against foreign aggression and domestic
dissension, and the general prosperity of the American people.
With these indispensable things provided for, the delegates "be-
lieved, by the government they were devising, they could hope
according to their interests for the particular blessings they
might enjoy in the society which could develop under the guar-
antee of the new government
At the end of these wrangling days which saw the federal
compromise agreed on, a note appeared in the Pennsylvania
Packet for July 19 which said: "So great is the unanimity, we
hear, that prevails in the Convention, upon all great federal
subjects, that it has been proposed to call the room in which
they assemble—Unanimity Hall." It has been guessed, on bo

